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SYLLABUS
Political periodical
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e-mail: alpesh_83@mail.ru
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Prerequisites:  Theory of politics, Political sciences, intermediate level .

Post requisites: Upper-intermediate .
The aim of the course teaching - to elaborate the bases of practical acquiring of all types of speech, critical thinking and analyses skills of events occurring in the world.   
Tasks:

· Formation of intercultural communicative skills in socio-cultural context. 
· Development of  own judgment on discussing issue, particularly, on current events in the country and abroad;
· To enrich vocabulary on political periodicals through the work on the texts, implementing the various training and speech exercises;
· Development of critical thinking and skills of event analyses occurring in the country and  world
.

Structure of the course:
	Weeks
	Themes of the lectures and seminars
	Hours
	Themes of IWS

	 
	Module 1. Theoretical-methodological bases of science on politics

	
	

	1.


	1. Introduction to reading periodicals.
2. Social and political home events for the current and coming period.
3. Grammar. The Tenses (revision).
	 2
	Kazakhstan: an Actor of International Relations.  Oral and written presentation

	2.
	1. Topic: The Central Asian States, political transformation and their current situation.

2. Grammar. Word order. Construction there is (are) 
	2
	

	3
	1. Topic: Democracy and democratization process issues .

2. Grammar. Word order. Construction there is (are) 
	2
	1. Political set-up of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

2. 3 branches of State power, its organs and functions. Individual oral presentation.

	4.
	1. Topic: Islam and liberal democracy: Are they incompatible or compatible? Can Islam be reconciled with modernity (notes,  statements).

2. Grammar. Degrees of comparison of adjectives and adverbs. 
	2
	The Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan (of 1993,1995)

Analyze the differences in the 1st and 2nd Constitutions and what political impacts the recent amendments have.

	5
	1. Topic: Russia, Kazakhstan and China from the Perspective of Geopolitical Development.

2. Grammar: Present, Past, Future Simple Tenses


	
	

	6
	Topic: The American military presence in Central Asia; Russia;s Response. 
Grammar: Present, Past, Future Perfect Tenses. 
	2
	Foreign Policy of the  Kazakhstan (main principles and priorities)

What does “a multivectoral foreign policy” mean?

	7.
	The security environment of Central Asia in the Post-September 11.

Grammar Present Present, Past, Future Continous Tenses.


	2
	

	8
	3. Topic: Steps taken by the states aimed at strengthening and maintaining peace and security.

Grammar. Modal verbs and their equivalents 

1. 
	2
	Project : Regional Security

Worldwide, national and regional threats. (OSCE, SCO, CICA, EAEC). The role of the mentioned organizations in responding to the challenges to security. 

	9
	1. Topic: The world events of paramount importance.

2. Grammar. Indirect questions.

	2
	

	10
	1. Topic: The current international situation.

2.  The Gerund, gerundial constructions.

	2
	Project : Regional Security

Worldwide threats of the challenges that all states face. 

	11
	1. Topic: Japan Survey: By conduct and Example.
2. Grammar: Prepositions.  
	2
	

	12
	1. Topic: The Global financial crisis and its impact on developing countries. 
2. Grammar. Types of sentences.

	2
	The role and place of the RK in the world community. The image of the RK through the eyes of a foreigner. 

	13
	1. Topic: Socio-political situation and processes in post soviet countries. (Comparative analyses)
1.  Grammar. Revision of all problematic grammar structures.
2. Revision of verbs and verbals.
3. Test № 2
	2
	

	14.
	3. Topic:  The stand (stance) of the CIS on disarmament, the strategic arms, limitation and the ban of nuclear weapons. 

4. Grammar.  Participle I, II and  participial constructions 
	2
	

	15.
	3. Topic: Global problems of modern world.

4.  The Gerund, gerundial constructions.

	2
	Project : Regional Security

Worldwide threats of the challenges that all states face. 


The list of literature 
Main texts:

1. Journal of Democracy. Washington DC. 2005.

2. The Iranian Journal of Central Asian Studies. Tehran.2002.

3. Comparative politics. Guilford. Connecticut. 

4. Birch A. The Concepts and Theories of Modern Democracy. - L., 1999. 

5. Dunleavy P. and O'Leary B. Theories of the State: The Politics of Liberal Democracy. - L., 1987. 

6. Политология: Учебник / Под ред. М.А. Василика. - М., 2003. 

7. Политология: хрестоматия / Сост. проф. М.А. Василик, доц. М.С. Вершинин. - М., 2000. 

8. Практикум по политологии: Учебное пособие для вузов / Под ред. М.А. Василика. - М., 2000.

9. Пугачев В.П., Соловьев А.И. Введение в политологию. - М., 1998.

Supplementary reading:

1. A New Handbook of Political Science / Ed. by Goodin R.E., Klingemann H.-D. - NY, 1996.

2. Dahl R. Modern Political Analysis. 5th ed. - Englewood Cliffs (New Jersey), 1991. (D) 

3. Politics UK. - L., 1998. 

4. Theory and Methods in Political Science / Ed. by Marsh D., Stoker G. - NY, 1995.

5. Schwartzmantel J.J. Structures of Power: An Introduction to Politics. - NY, 1987. (S) 

6. Чилкот Р.Х. Теории сравнительной политологии. В поисках парадигмы. - М., 2001.

Grade determination:

The final grade will be determined as follows:

· Midterm exam 60%

· Final exam 40%.
Grading policy

	Letter gradations
	GPA
	Balls, %

	A
	4
	95-100

	 A-
	3,67
	90-94

	  B+
	3,33
	85-89

	B
	3
	80-84

	 B-
	2,67
	75-79

	  C+
	2,33
	70-74

	C
	2
	65-69

	 C-
	1,67
	60-64

	   D+
	1,33
	55-59

	D
	1
	50-54

	F
	-
	0-49

	I
	-
	-

	W
	-
	-

	AW
	-
	-

	AU
	-
	-

	P/NP (Pass/No Pass)
	-
	65-100/0-64


Late Papers

Papers are due at the assigned time. Late work will be deducted a 1/2 letter grade for missing the deadline, and then 1 letter grade for each calendar day (24 hours) they are late. If there is a problem completing an assignment on time, please contact me well in advance of the due date.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend every lecture. Graded components include: (1) a midterm exam, (2) a final exam during recitation sessions. The exams will test course readings as well as information covered during lectures and recitations. Note that class lectures and recitation sessions will sometimes cover material that is not covered in the course texts; similarly, the readings may contain material that is not covered in the lectures or in recitation.

Paper

Students will select a topic related to the Foreign language for professional aims. Topics may include a political subject or policy area in Kazakhstan as well as in the whole world. In addition to library books and journals, local newspapers and other publications may be useful in students’ research. Valid and reliable source materials available on the World Wide Web may also be used, but no more than 50% of sources may be from this resource.

Paper Organization:

Each paper should follow the format below:

Title Page

A. Introduction and statement of why this topic is important

B. Method: What you set out to do (what, where, when, how?)

C. Review of the literature or background material on this topic

D. Discussion of your research analysis and findings (major part of your paper)

E. Conclusion and Discussion

F. References.
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